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For the Western Recorder. 
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 
Or THE Utica Marernat AssociaTIoNn. 
annual meeting held on the 30th ult. in this vil- 
lage, the following was presented and adopted as the 
ety’s report: — 

Another year has revolved, and brought 
us to the 6th anniversary of this Association. 
At its first formation, but eight mothers 
were present. Since that period, sixty have 
been induced to subscribe to the articles of 
our constitution ; while the names of but 
three have been erased from our records by 
the hand of death. 

.What an engine of moral influence and 
power, if rightly exerted, is here presented 
to our consideration. Nearly sixty mothers, 
associated for one of the most delightful and 
important objects that can concentrate the 
efforts, and views, and feelings of Chris- 
tians,' in holy unison. By the blessing of 
God, some of our number:have often been 
permitted to meét, during the past year, at 
our stated seasons of prayer ; there to min- 
gle our tears and supplications before his 
throne, who has kindly condescended to de. 
clare, that where.two or three are met to- 
gether in his name, there he is in the midst 
of them, to bless them. And have we not 
on such occasions often realised a present 
Deity? Have we not returned after such 
seasons, to our respective families, resolving 
that in the strength which God should supply, 
we would in future strive to become more 
devoted wives, and more faithful mothers ? 
Have we not much occasion for gratitude 
on this anniversary, in taking a retrospective 
view of our proceedings the past year, to 
find that so much harmony and sisterly affec- 
tion have characterised all our intercourse, 
and our mutual and various effurts to benefit 
each other. We have noticed with pleasure, 
that our quarterly meetings have been more’ 
fully attended than formerly ; and we have 
been happy to find that the plan of bringing 
our children together on these occasions, has 
furnished to them, as well as to us, seasons 
of precious interest.. We are also gratified 
to find that the children improve in selecting 
and repeating their scripture proofs. 

At our quarterly meetings, the sum of 
$— has been paid into our treasury, during 
the last year. ‘This money bas been appro- 
priated in part for the benefit of two young 


course of study preparatory to the gospel 
ministry. ‘The residue has been given to a 
widowed mother, belonging to our associa- 
tion, who needed pecuniary assistance. We 
have had the pleasure of circulating many 
copies .of our constitution, and in conse- 
quence, the satisfaction of hearing that three 
or four similar institutions have been estab- 
lished the last year, with whom we hope to 
enjoy the pleasure and benefit of a corres- 
pondence. 

While we have had occasion to render 
gratitude to God, for his goodness in pre- 
serving the lives of all the mothers belong- 
ing to this Association the past year, and es- 
pecially in appearing for one of our dearest 
members, in raising her from a bed of lan- 
guishing, it becomes our duty to notice the 
chastising hand of Providence, in taking from 
our Association two lovely sisters, daugh- 
ters of one of our members, who were bright 
examples of piety, and actively engaged in 
labouring for Christ. But blessed be God, 
we have not been called to mourn over those 
who had no hope. Their cheerful hope in 
view of death, and their anticipations of glo- 
ry and immortality in those mansions which 
Christ has gone to prepare for those who love 
him, furnish fresh testimony to the power 
and preciousness of that faith, which is the 
substance of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen. 

While we have reason to believe that 
much precious seed has been sown in the 
hearts of our children, the past year, have 
we not much occasion to mourn the suspen- 
sion of those divine influences, which can 
alone give efficacy to the means employed ; 
which alone can translate our precious chil- 
dren from the kingdom of darkness to the 
kingdom of light? We do consider it a to- 
ken for good, tbat mothers belonging to this 
Association, are united in the belief that our 
children, as soon as they are born, are fit 
subjects for the renovating and sanctifying 
energies of the Holy Ghost, and that they 
appear more and more engaged in the dili- 
gent use of those means which God has ap- 
pointed, for the conversion of souls that are 
committed to their care. -As it is impossible 
for us to say how early their characters may 
be formed, and their accounts sealed*up for 
the judgment, shall we—can we give our- 
selves rest or ease, till Christ, the hope of 
glory, is formed in the hearts of all our off- 
spring, that are able te discern their right 
hand from their left. What an impulse’has 
recently, been given to our hearts, by behold- 
ing one of the dear children of this Associa- 
tion apparently on the very brink of eternity, 
without the cheering consolation of an in- 
terest in Christ. But God has in great 
mercy interposed; and may we not hope 
this precious child has, in answer to prayer, 
been reprieved from an early grave? The 

shaft of death has been turned aside. But 
oh, who can tell but that some of our dear 
ones may be the victims of a more certain 
aim—of a more deadly blow. Oh, may He 





may not be the duty of this Association to 
take suitable measures to increase the num- 
ber of its members, and to induce the for- 
mation of similar associations in other pla- 
ces. Were all the pious mothers in every 
congregation associated, for the purpose of 
promoting their own personal devotedness 
to Christ, exhorting each other to greater fi- 
delity in the discharge of maternal duty, and 
of securing to their children the benefit of 
their influence and prayers; might we not 
hope that most, if not ali, the dear children 
would soon be known as the lambs of 
Christ’s flock, be evidently sanctified by the 
Spirit, aril be made vessels of mercy, pre- 
pared for the Master’s use ? 
For .this let us all unitediy labour ; for 
this let us habitually, fervently, and perse- 
veringly pray. ' 
In behalf of the Association. 

—= of0 oe 

For the Western Recorder. 
THOUGHTS ON DIVINE SOVEREIGN- 

TY. 

I love to contemplate the glorious doc- 
trine of the divine sovereignty, Mr. Editor, 
in close, intimate connection with the un- 
speakable goodness of God. Aside from 
this connection, there is nothing inviting, or 
lovely, or that istruly glorious, in the idea of 
sovereignty ; but on the centrary, something 
which is repulsive and dreadful. Sinners 
are prone to entertain this abstract view of 
the doctrine ; and not unfrequently, I sus- 
pect, they are encouraged in this view by the 
partial, dry, and systematic manner in which 
the doctrine is so often presented. 
{am not about to suppose, that sinners 
would patiently embrace this doctrine, if it 
were to be presented in the most unexcep- 
tionable point of light. The carnal mind is 
too deeply depraved for this. It will never 
be brought to yield its cordial assent to any 
doctrine, which, like this, lays the axe at the 
root of the whole principle of selfishness. 
But, on the other hand, is it not very pos- 
sible that the doctrine might be so presented, 
as to gain, ina far greater number of instan- 
ces than it usually has done in Jate years, a 
strong hold upon the understanding and the 
conscience of the unregenerate, till it should 
produce the conviction of total dependence, 
in connection with that of personal guilt and 
danger and resposibility ? For my part, I do 
not feel competent to answer this question. I 
would only propose it for the consideration 
of others. Its importance cannot for a mo- 
ment be doubted. Any person, who, in view 
of this subject, will read attentively the ninth 
chapter of Romans, will see the use of this 
doctrine in the christian scheme, and at the 
same time be led to admire the apostolic 
manner of presenting it. Nor would I di- 
minish one iota from this plain, pointed man- 
ner of presentation. Let the naked truth be 
told, and told plainly too, whether the peo- 
ple will hear or forbear. I am opposed to 
every thing like fashionable modification or 
concealment. Be this far from the preach- 
er of righteousness. Let him use the sword 
of the Spirit freely, nakedly, and fearlessly, 
if he would rid his garments of the blood of 
souls. .The greatest danger, perhaps, is that 
in most instances he will fail to do this ; that 
he will sheath the sword, blunt its point, 
hang it with garlands, brandish it in the air, 
or draw back his hand just at the moment of 
presentation. ‘Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands, no doubt, have perished under such 
deceitful management as this. 

Yet after all, there is such a thing as right- 
ly dividing the word of God; and when I 
hear a whole hour’s declamation, on the 
mere abstract point of sovereignty, discon- 
nected from any distinct and clear and forci-~ 
ble exhibitions of the unspeakable goodness 
of God ; and especially where the presenta- 
tion of the doctrine is in a tone and manner 
which indicates more of an earthliness of 
daring than of a heavenly boldness ; more of 
oratorical vehemence, than of the vehemence 
which arises from spirituality of mind ; more 
of the pungent energy of the stern logician, 
than of the energy which co-exists with the 
tenderness of a praying spirit; when I see 
these things, Mr. Editor, things which have 
often been, my heart is pained within me, 
and [ am ready to say, this is certainly a fault 
which verges towards the opposite extreme. 
If the former slays its tens of thousands, the 
latter slays at least its thousands, and it is 
high time for it to be corrected. : 

Am I wrong in this suggestion? If so, let 
me also be corrected, and that with an un- 
sparing hand; for I think that I adore the 
doctrine of the divine sovereignty, and would 
be cautious of doing any thing which could 
operate as an abuse of it. 

Your’s, &c. 





A HEARER. 








DEATH OF LUTHER. 

Thus matters proceeded till the seven- 
teenth of February, Luther at all proper times 
applying himself to business,eating and sleep- 
ing well, and being very cheerful in his con- 
versation. On that day, his friends, per- 
ceiving more repose to be desirable for him, 
persuaded him to keep quiet in his study, 
which he did, frequently walking up and 
}down, in an undress, but conversing with 
animation. ‘+ From time to time,’ says 
Justice Joanas, *‘ he would stop, and looking 
out at the window, in that attitude (as his 
custom was) address fervent prayers to God, 








who holds the hearts and the destinies of all 
in his hands, speedily appear and take from 
us our hearts, of unbelief, help us to detach 
our affections from the perishable things of 
time, and bring us by the power of faith, into 
the bonds of that covenant which is well or- 


so that I and Ceelius, who were in the room 
with him, could not but perceive it; and 
then he would say, ‘I was born and baptis- 
ed here at Eisleben. What if I should re- 


| main or even die here?’ Another of his 











dered in all things and sure. 











| friends, Razeberg, the elector’s physician, 


.|unwavering confession of thy uncorrupted 


sent for, as also Count Albert, who present- 


seem, which he thus offered while walking 
up and down in his study. It is in the fol- 
lowing terms, principally referring to the re- 
ligious interests of his native country :— 
**O Lord God, heavenly Father, I call upon 
thee in the name of thy most dearly beloved 
son, Jesus Christ, imploring that, according 
to thy promise, and for the glory of thy 
name, thou wouldst most graciously hear 
the prayers which I offer up unto thee, be- 
seeching thee, that as thou hast of thy mercy 
and boundless goodness discovered tome the 
great apostacy and blindness of the Pope, 
before the day of thy last advent, which is at 
hand, and is to succeed that diffusion of the 
light of the gospel which now dawns upon 
the world, so thou wouldst graciously pre- 
serve the church of my beloved country in 
the acknowledgment of the truth, and the 


word, without failing, even to the énd ; that 
the whole world may know that thou hast 
sent me for this very purpose. Even so, O, 
most blessed Lord-God! Amen and amen!” 

Though, however, Luther passed the day 
in his study, he did not choose to sup there, 
but in the large dining room ; observing, 
that * to be solitary did not help the spirits.”’ 
During supper, he quoted and made obser- 
vation on many interesting passages of scrip- 
ture. The conversation also happening to 
turn on the question, whether the righteous 
would recognise those who had been their 
friends on earth, in a future state of blessed- 
ness, he gave his opinion decidedly in the 
affirmative. In the course of more ordinary 
conversation, he remarked, * If { can but es- 
tablish peace among the counts, the rulers 
of my country, I will the® eo home, lay my- 
self down in my coffin, and give my body 
for food to the worms.” 

Before supper he had complained of a 
pain in the chest, to which he was subject. 
It was, however, relieved by warm applica- 
tions. After supper it returned; but he 
would not have medical aid called in, but a- 
about nine o’clock laid down on a couch and 
fell asleep. He awoke as the clock struck 
ten, and desired that those about him would 
retire to rest. When led into his chamber | 
he said, “I go to rest with God ;” and re- 
peated the words of the Psalm, “ Into thy 
hands I commend my spirit, &c.;” and 
stretching out his hand to bid all good night, 
he added, ** Pray for the cause of God.” 
He then went to bed; but about one o’clock 
he awoke Jonas and another who slept in 
the room with him, desired that a fire might 
be made in his study, and exclaimed, ** Oh 
God! how illl am! I suffer dreadful oppres- 
sion in my chest; I shall certainly die at 
Eisleben !”” He then removed into his study 
without requiring assistance, and again re- 
peating, *“* Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit!’ He walked backwards and forwards, 
and desired to have warm clothes brought 
him. In the mean time his physicians were 


ly came with his countess. All Luther’s 
friends and his sons were now collected a- 
bout him; medicines were given him, and 
he seemed somewhat relieved ; and having 
laid down on a couch he fell into a perspira- 
tion. ~ "s gave encouragement to some 
present ; but he said, “* It is a cold sweat, 
the fore-runner of death: I shall yield up my 
spirit.”” He then began to pray, nearly in 
these words :—‘*O eternal and merciful 
God, my heaveniy Father, Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and God of all consola- 
tion! I thank thee that thou hast revealed 
to me thy son Jesus Christ ; in whom I have 
believed, whom I have preached, whom | 
have confessed, whom I love and worship 
as mv dear Saviour and Redeemer, whom 
the Pope and the multitude of the ungodly 
do persecute, revile, and blaspheme. I be- 
seech thee, my Lord Jesus Christ, receive 
my soul! O heavenly Father, though I be 
snatched out of this life, though I must now 
lay down this body, yet know I assuredly 
that 1 shall dwell with thee for ever, and 
that none can pluck me out of thy hands!” 
He then thrice again repeated the words, 
‘Into thy hands | commend my spirit!” 
** God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life ;’’ and that verse of the sixty-eighth 
Psalm, **OQur God is the God of whom 
cometh salvation : God isthe Lord by whom 
we escape death.”” He then became silent, 
and his powers began to fail him ; but when 
several present addressed him, ‘** Reverend 
father, you die in the constant confession of 
Christ and his doctrine, which you have 
preached ?”’ He distinctly answered, ** Yes,”’ 
and spoke no more; but about a quarter of 
an hour afterwards, between two and three 
o’clock in the morning “ with his hands 
clasped together, and without a finger or a 
feature being disturbed, gently breathed his 
last.”-—Scott’s History. 
—<_ of a 
SUTTEES OF JUGGERNAUT. 

At the anniversary of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, in London, Mr. H. F. Buxton, 
member of Parliament, said :— 

There was another indirect effect of mis- 
sions to which he weuld briefly advert. He 
was sure they must all have united in the 
satisfaction expressed in the report at the 
abolition of suttees in India. Had it not 
been for Missionary Societies, that subject 
would in all probably have been altogether 
unknown. It was the sermons of his excel- 
lent friend, Mr. Pratt, who spoke upon and 
reiterated the subject in the ears of his au- 
dience almost every Sabbath, together with 
the pages of the Monthly Reporter, that led 





government tolerated human sacrifices in 

India ; and that, in point of fact, several 

hundred females were consigned to death, 

under the eye and ‘under the auspices of the 

British police. That was a circumstance 

which appeared to him most monstrous and 

revolting. He recollected that the consum- 

mation of the cruelties of the heathen was, 

on more than one occasion, summed up in 

this, that they passed their children through 

the fire, in sacrifice to their false gods. He 

recollected that the Romans, (heathens as 

they were), wherever the valour of their 

arms carried them, there they suppressed 

human sacrifices ; and yet, christian Britain 

permitted such atrocities to exist. He was 

never more startled in his life, than at an 

observation made that day; namely, that 

the British people were the most cowardly 

upon the face of the earth; but when he 

came to reflect, he found it was too true.— 

The British people are as brave as a lion in 

some things, and as cowardly as a lamb in 

others. England was brave enough in India, 

when a revenue was to be collected. On 

one occasion, there was an assessmnent of 
£30 due from the god, Juggernaut. The 

British agent demanded the money, and de- 

manded it in vain, and at length took pos- 

session of the god. The priests were infuri- 

ated at such an act of impiety, and threaten- 

ed him that the earth should open its mouth 

and swallow up such a monster of wicked- 

ness. He braved the earthquake ; and then 

the priests ascended the ramparts of the 
temple, and threatened to throw themselves 
down; to which the agent replied, that he 
could not find in his instructions any order to 
prevent them from so doing ; but he had in- 
structions to collect the revenue, and ulti- 
mately the revenue was paid. Noone could 
say that the British nation wanted-couragze in 
that particular. The honourable gentleman 
then read a document which he had received 
from India, giving an account of the burning 
of a Brahmin’s widow, who twice made her 
escape from the funeral pile, and, under the 
promise of carrying her home, was inveigled 
to place herself in a sheet, when she was 
immediately carried back to the pile, and 
making a struggle again to escape, one of 
Brahmins nearly severed her head from her 
body by a sword, and thus she was liberated 
from her sufferings. He (Mr. B.) would 
not cast reproach upon any man for having 
permitted such iniquitous proceedings; the 
time had not then arrived for suppressing 
them, but Lord William Bentinck had put an 
end to such atrocious enormities. He had 
received a communication from India, en- 
closing a copy of the regulations. ‘They 
had been received there with the most mark- 
ed approbation, and already several suttees 
had been prevented in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta. 

Mr. Poynder wished to offer a remark, 
though it might not be strictly in ofder, in 
relation to what had been noticed of the re- 
sult of his motion on the suttees, in the 
court of proprietors at the East-India house. 
No one could rejoice more unfeignedly than 
himself at that result of many years efforts ; 
but he desired to say, in the face of the Brit- 
ish public, that it had not been effected with- 
out the prayers of the people of God, and 
without the prayers of the Church Missiona- 
ry Society, and especially of the baptist mis- 
sionaries at Serampore. He desired to as- 
cribe the suppression of the suttees in India 
not to his own puny and unworthf efforts, 
but to the blessing and mercy of God.— 
Lord William Bentinck had been bold 
enough, and just enough, to act upon the 
convictions produced in his mind by the evi- 
dence laid before him; but he could have 
been led to act thus only by the grace and 
blessing of God. The result of these efforts 
for the suppression of the suttees, should af- 
ford encouragement to all who desired to 
produce great effects, and especially in re- 
ference to idolatrous India. ‘There was a- 
nother gigantic evil there, Juggernaut ; that 
must be put down, and by God’s grace and 
blessing it should come down. If no one 
more worthy and more able than himself 
could be found to undertake the task of urg- 
ing that upon the company and the govern- 
ment, he would do so, and he would not rest 
till an end had been put to those supersti- 
tions and cruelties that now exist in India. 

—_ oh oa 
THE GOSPEL FRIENDLY TO LIBER- 
TY. 

Mre H. F. Buxton, at the anniversary of 
the Church Missionary Society in London, 
said :— 

While all agreed as to the direct benefit 
which flowed from missionary exertions, he 
could not but most cordially agree in opin- 
ion with a venerable prelate who hai left 
the room, that the indirect benefits resulting 
from an institution of this kind, were almost 
equally grand. ‘That venerable prelate had 
spoken of the indirect benefit in this coun- 
try ; and he, Mr.B. wished to call the atten- 
tion of the meeting to the indirect benefit of 
missions upon other and less happy nations 
than England. He had an opportunity of 
knowing the fact, that men who have been 
sent out by missionary societies from Eny- 
land, and who went forth with no other di- 
rect purpose than that of preaching the gos- 
pel, had found themselves in a situation in 
which they became the enemies of oppres- 


sion, and the advocates and charthpions of 


the oppressed. A remarkable circumstance 
of this kind had occurred in Southern Afri- 
ca. ‘The natives of that country had been 
divided into two classes, the tame Hotten- 
tots, as they were called, and the wild.— 





him, (Mr. B.), to discover what appeared to 


physical sufferings, and what was ten thou-~ 
sand times worse, to all the mental degrada- 
tion which slavery never failed to inflict.— 
But the wild Hottentots were a body of men 
who never would submit to slavery. ‘l'hey 
were said to be like wild beasts in their cha- 
racter, & like wild beasts they were hunted ; 
but for his part he owned, that he called them 
wise & brave inen, in preferring every hard- 
ship and danger, and even death, rather than 
expose themselves to the miseries of slavery. 
The most barbarous cruelties had been in- 
flicted on these men. ‘That they were a na- 
tion of rebels, he did not deny; but who 
made them so? Christian men stole their 
country and their cattle, and drove them to 
desperation, but they could not drive them 
to slavery. Under those unhappy and mis- 
erable circumstances, a man of no ordinary 
talents, and no ordinary resolution, was sent 
out by another society to Africa, Rev. Dr. 
Philip. When he arrived there, he soon 
found that there was no opening among 
those sons of oppression and carnage for the 
gentle tenets of christianity, that the system 
must be altered, that justice must be done, 
before proselytes could be made. He (Dr. 
P.) boldly state@his views ; he returned to 
this country, and was equally bold in develo- 
ping his plans, and the result was, that Par- 
liament passed a unanimous resolution e- 
mancipating these persons, entirely placing 
them under the same administration of the 
law as Europeans ; in point of fact, giving 











having served you between 60 and 70 vears, 
with dim eyes, shaking hands, and tottering 
feet, I give this advice before 1 sink into the 
dust. I am pained for you that are rich in 
this world. You who receive five hundred 
pounds a year, and spend only two hundred, 
do you give three hundred back to Gop ? If 
not, you certainly rob God of that three hun- 
dred. You who receive two hundred, and 
spend but one, do you give God the other 
hundred? If not, you rob him of just so 
much. ‘Nay, may I not do what I will 
with my own?” Here lies the ground of 
your mistake. It is not your own. It can- 
not be, unless you are a Jord of heaven and 
earth. ‘* Elowever, I must provide for my 
children.”’ Certainly ; but how ? By mak- 
ing them rich? Then you will probably 
make them heathens, as some of you have 
done already. Secure them enough to live 
on: not in idleness ahd luxury, but bv Kon- 
est industry. And if you have no children, 
upon what scriptural or rational principle can 
you leave a groat behind you more than wilh 
bury you? Oh! leave nothing behind you! 
Lend 4, lend it all unto the Lord, and it shall 
be paid unto you agayn. “Haste, haste, my 
brethren, haste lest you becalled away before 
you have settled what* you -have on this se- 
curity. When this is done you may boldly 
say, ** Now I have nothingatogxlo but to die! 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spir- 
it! Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly !” 

“ Secure them enough to live on,” &e. This di- 





at once the full blessings of the British con- 
stitution to the most miserable, the most ab- 
ject, and the most oppressed of the sons of 
men. ‘That was the indirect effect of mis- 
sionary institutions. One gentleman had 
that day spoken of making compensation to 
the negro population for their bodily suffer- 
ings, by giving them spiritual advantages.— 
He (Mr. B.) was sorry to be under the ne- 


rection is mort applicable to Britain, where livings are 
hereditary, than in this country, where every one may 
help himself. 
—_olhoo— 
From the Evangelist. 
’ THE STRUGGLE. 

We hear much about a struggle, or con- 
flict, that is expected soon to-assume a criti- 
cal form, between the friends of Christ and 

















cessity of telling that meeting, that in these 
days of liberality, when the legislature had 
emancipated the Catholics, and when it was 
emancipating the Jews, christian and pro- 
testant ministers were forced into dungeons 
and to death in British colonies for the per- 
formance of their duty. The methodist 
mission had suffered a great deal in Jamai- 
ca. ‘They went there to teach the negroes. 
By the law of the island, and the custom of 


his master, from the dawn of the day to the 
setting of the sun, and no encroachments 
could besmade upon that time. Well, then, 
if the negro was to be taught, it must be be- 
tween sun-set and sun-rise. Then came an 
edict from the colonial assembly, prohibit- 
ing the missionaries from teaching the ne- 
groes between sun-set and sun-rise. The 
missionaries resisted that edict, and one of 
them, Mr. Grindall, was committed to pris- 
on, to the horrors of a West-Indian dungeon, 
and there he died. A second missionary 
was confined there, and suffered materially ; 
and a third, who was confined, had returned 
to this country with impaired health and con- 
stitution. He had heard, however, from 
indubitable authority, that both the societies 
and the missionaries were determined to act 
as under those perilous circumstances they 
ought to act ; they had determined to brave 
the storm, and still to go on; and if it were 
necessary to be martyrs in the cause, he 
knew that some of them would lose their 
lives ; and the consequence of that would 
be the rousing of the people of England, 
who would not permit those persecutions to 
be continued. 
— of a 
HOW TO EXTRACT THE POISON 
FROM RICHES. 

The following recipe, furnished by Wesley, many 
years ago, is heartily recommended to all who are rich, 
or are desirous of becoming so. No doubt it would work 
wonders with those professors of religion, who are wil- 
ling to ‘“* wax fat” in temporal things, at the expense of 
leanness of the soul. The article is found in Southey’s 
Life of Wesley :— 

I fear, wherever riches have increased, 
the essence of religion has decreased in the 
same proportion. ‘Therefore I do not see 
how it is possible, in the nature of things, 
for any revival of true religion to continue 
long. For religion must necessarily produce 
both industry and frugality, and these cannot 
but produce riches. But as riches increase, 
so will pride, anger, and love of the world, 
in all its branches. So, although the form 
of religion remains, the spirit is swiftly van- 
ishing away. Is there no way to prevent 
ihis ; this continual decay of pure religion ? 
We ought not to prevent people from being 
diligent and frugal; we must exhort all 
Christians to gain all they can, and to save 
all they can ; that is, in effect, to grow rich. 
What way, then, can we take, that our mo- 
ney may not sink us to the nethermost hell ? 
There is one way, and there is no other un- 
der heaven. I[f those who gain all they can, 
and save all they can, will likewise give al! 
they can, then the more they gain the more 
they grow in grace, and the more treasure 
they will lay up in heaven. 

Wesley had a heart to practice the advice 
which he gave. He dwelt upon it with 
great earnestness in one of his last sermons, 
a few months only before his death. ‘ Af- 
ter you have gained all you can,” said he, 
‘‘and saved all you can, wanting for noth- 
ing, spend not one pound, one shilling, or 
one penny, to gratify either the desire of the 
flesh, the desire of the eyes, or the pride of 
life, or for any other end than to please and 
glorify God. Having avoided this rock on 
the right hand, beware of that on the left. 
Hoard nothing. Lay up no treasure on 
earth ; give.all you can, that is all you have. 





The tame Hottentots were the slaves of Eng- 





angels in heaven, to find any other way 0 


I defy ali the men upon earth, yea, all a 
f 


his enemies. There are certain circumstan- 
ces, however, which do not seem to be sat- 
isfactorily explained under this view of the 
subject. 

1. We find a certain portion of the pro- 
fessed disciples of Christ maintaining, that 
it is the duty of all who wish to be consider- 
ed Christians, to obey his commands, and 
especially to cause the gospel to be speedily 
preached to every creatare ; and that Chris- 





. 
the country, the negro was the servant of | “2n5 are bound to do all they can for this 


object, by giving their money, their labour, 
their study, and their prayers. We find an- 
other large portion strenuously iusisting that 
it is not necessary to do so much for mis- 
sions, and that their time must be employed 
in making money, and their money must be 
laid up for their families. Here then is a 
struggle, one party endeavouring to get all 
the money for the spread of religion, and the 
other endeavouring to keep it ald for the ag- 
grandisement of their families. Is this a 
struggle between the friends of Christ and 
his enemies ? 

2. We find a certain portion of the pro- 
fessors holding the doctrine, that it is the 
duty of every Christian to abandon the use 
of ardent spirit, and insisting that the tempe- 
rate drinkers, by their example and influ- 
ence, beguile the weak into a snare, and bind 
the chains of appetite upon the intemperate. 
And they are forming societies, and holding 
meetings, and circulating tracts, and offer- 
ing premiums for essays, and obtaining reso- 
lutions of public bodies, and employing eve- 
ry fair means, to array not only conscience, 
but public sentiment, against the indulgence 
and the traffic in ardent spirits. We find 
another large portion strenuously insisting, 
that ardent spirit is one of the good creatures 
of God, for which they ought to feel thank- 
ful, and that they are in duty bound to drink 
a little to render due homage to the Almigh- 
ty. At any rate, they love it, and drink they 
will, right or wrong. ‘These “ rum-drinking 
Christians” are exceedingly uneasy because 
they cannot make the cold water people 
drink their stuff; and they call it persecu- 
tion that it cannot be any longer reputable 

to be a drinker. Many of them also deal in 
| the article, and have a large capital invested 
| in distilleries and stores. ‘They say it is their 
| living, and a living they must have, and their 
| consciences do not reproach them. . All this 
does not seem to make any impression on 
the other side ; but they go right on, and are 
| determined, if they can, te persuade all the 

people not to buy the liquor out of which 
their brethren are endeavouring to make a 
| living. If they succeed, all the liquor sellers 
| and all the distillers, who depend upon this 
business for a livelihood, (and no others pre- 
| tend to apologise for it), must become bank- 
| Fupts, and come upon the town for support. 
| This struggle is therefore for dear life. It is 
ivital. It admits of no compromise. Are 
both parties on one side, and that the side of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

3. There is one other bone of contention 
which [ will mention. It is respecting the 
observance of the Sabbath day. There is a 
pretty formidable and zealous party among 
professors, who insist upon it that the Sab. 
bath ought to be kept holy, and that atten- 
tion to secular concerns on that day, by 
working, writing, reading secular news, go- 
ing or sending to the post-office, journeying 
in boats or stages, and the like, are all wrong. 
And they have formed a ‘* General Union to 
promote the observance of the Sabbath,” 
and are employing books, pamphlets, news- 
papers, and sermons, to produce in the pub- 
lic mind a sense of their obligation to obey 
the commandment of God, and remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. A large 
party, on the other hand, occupy different 
round. They say, by their practice at least, 
that the Sabbath day is not so much differ- 
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